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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR APRIL 22, 2022 
 
 

Happy Earth Day! 

Americans are not the only people who celebrate Earth Day on April 22 every year.  The 

global holiday is seen as a day of action designed to bring attention to environmental 

issues that threaten our planet.  It also led to the creation of the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) and the passage of multiple environmental laws.  
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On Friday, students from St. Michael Church School participated in the City’s Earth Day 

activities.  They helped clean-up parts of Elmwood Park and planted four trees.  Thanks 

to all the volunteers for your hard work and enthusiasm for Earth Day!  

 

 

Recycling Day  

 

 
 

Twice a year, the City has held Shred Days in the City Hall parking lot.  It was a great 

way for residents to dispose of files, financial documents, bills, bank statements and 

other sensitive information.  Shredding these documents ensures that people’s sensitive 

personal information does not get into the hands of identity thieves.  

 

This year, the City is expanding Shred Day into Recycling Day.  On Saturday, May 

7, residents will be able to drive-up to the Fieldhouse and drop-off a wide-variety of 

items – everything from books, eyeglasses, aluminum cans and clothing, to household 

hazardous waste, electronics, furniture, and materials to shred.   

 

I want to thank Jason Jardine and the Vodrazka Funeral Home for sponsoring this 

important event.  

 

A complete list of acceptable items is on the website and also in the April edition of The 

Independence Post and the May/June Community Spotlight.   

 

 

 

Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon 

Thirty residents who volunteer for the City were recognized during Friday’s Volunteer 

Appreciation Luncheon at the Civic Center.   

 

One of the reason’s the City can provide the premier level of service to our residents, is 

because volunteers share their time and talent to support their fellow residents.  It 

allows the City to continuously explore and invest in ways to expand and improve the 
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types of activities and programs we provide.   A heartfelt THANK YOU to all the 

volunteers.  

 

 

Splash Pad Installation 

If you have walked or driven through Elmwood Park and wonder what is going on next 

to the outdoor pool, construction of the splash pad is underway.  The cement has been 

poured for the main 30”x 60’ splash pad foundation.  It will open this summer! 
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Weekly Finance Report 

 Director Vern Blaze wrote, “Although recent court rulings regarding 

the taxing of local income in 2020 have been favorable to cities, the 

Regional Income Tax Agency (RITA) is still holding local income tax 

refunds for 2020 in “Suspension” until firm and final rulings provide 

the direction needed.”  Read Finance Director Blaze’s Weekly Report for April 22, 2022, 

here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly 

Updates, please ask them to email their name to 

CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 
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